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AREA AGENCIES ON AGING ASSOCIATION OF MICHIGAN

      ASSOCIATE MEMBER NEWS
      Week of March 3, 2014
In Lansing this week . . . rumors swirled on a possible House floor vote on Senate Bill 636, which allows phone companies to eliminate landlines.  It was put on the agenda for Thursday, but pulled off that morning, as negotiations continued.  AT&T representatives filled the House lobby, pulling out Representative Aric Nesbitt (R-Lawton), Chairman of the House Energy & Technology Committee, along with Representative Tim Greimel (D-Auburn Hills), House Minority Leader, other representatives and House staff working on changes. 

Word is there is new language that would remove consumer protections and the ability of customers to appeal to the Public Service Commission for a review.  In its place – language saying Michigan will adhere to the findings of a federal research project on the issue.
Discussions are expected to continue over the weekend, as amendments are fine-tuned so the bill can be voted on as early as next Tuesday.  If the bill passes, it would go back to the Senate for concurrence in the House changes, and if the Senate approves, the bill is enrolled and sent to the Governor for his signature.  Since the Governor’s office has been included in the final negotiations, he is expected to sign the bill delivered by the Legislature. 
Attached to this edition is an advocacy alert on this issue.  Send messages by email or fax to your Representatives asap.
In Washington, D.C. this week . . . President Obama’s budget recommendations for fiscal year 2015 were released.  There are no cuts proposed for Older Americans Act social services (IIIB), senior nutrition (IIIC1and 2), NSIP, preventive health (IIID), family caregivers (IIIE), Native American programs (VI) or long term care ombudsman (VII).  Title V senior employment would be cut from $434 million to $380 million, as would Alzheimer’s caregiver services, from $14.7 million to $10.5 million.  Increased funding is proposed for Aging & Disability Resource Centers - $16 million to $20 million, and adult protective services - $0 to $25 million.  For other programs, the President would cut LIHEAP monies from $3.4 billion to $2.8 billion, and the Community Services Block Grant would be cut from $674 million to $350 million.
Big changes are proposed for senior volunteer programs.  For FY 2015, the “Senior Corps” would be dismantled, with RSVP moving to the Volunteer Generation Fund, and Foster Grandparents/Senior Companions moving to AmeriCorps.  RSVP funding would be cut by only funding the “most competitive” programs.   RSVP programs could continue, however, using state and other resources.  New rules would be placed on grandparents/companions: they would receive a living allowance slightly greater than the current stipend along with mileage expenses.  Volunteers would be limited to 20 hours/week and those that leave cannot be replaced.  Grandparents/companions would receive a new $250 “Segal AmeriCorps education award” they can use themselves or give to their children, grandchildren or children they have mentored.  In FY 2016, competitive bidding would be used to fund RSVP, Foster Grandparents and Senior Companions.  Of course, all of these proposals are subject to congressional approval; volunteer programs are expected to pushback on a number of these provisions.
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AREA AGENCIES ON AGING ASSOCIATION OF MICHIGAN

ADVOCACY ALERT

March 7, 2014


BACKGROUND:
Senate Bill 636, introduced and passed by the Senate last year, would allow phone companies to eliminate landline service to focus resources on newer technologies, like cellphones and VOIP (cable service).  The problem is that newer technologies cannot duplicate the affordability and dependability of landlines at this time, although phone companies say they are working on it.  For this reason, the bill puts off the change until 2016, but senior and consumer advocates question whether this is enough time.

The vast majority of older Michiganians still rely on landlines, not only for voice communication and service during power outages, but also for enabling medical equipment, emergency response systems, alarms systems and 911 location capabilities.  The elimination of landlines has life or death implications.  In addition, many rural areas of Michigan do not have reliable cell service, or any cable service at all.

SB 636 has also generated criticism for taking the responsibility for making landline decisions away from the Michigan Public Service Commission, to a federal agency not as familiar with Michigan’s conditions and customers.
SB 636 has passed out of a House committee and is now on the House floor for a final vote – expected within the next week.  Your voice is needed –let your House members know your concerns!

WHAT YOU CAN DO:

Advocates need to contact their Representative and ask them to vote NO on SB 636.  A list of Representatives can be found at www.house.michigan.gov.

Here are some talking points:

· Landlines are essential to the health and safety of seniors.  They must not be eliminated until newer technologies are 100% comparable in reliability, scope of use, and cost.

· Decisions about eliminating landlines should be made by Michigan experts, not people in Washington, D.C.

· The federal government is planning research on the implications of eliminating landlines and the impact on customers.  Legislation should wait until the results of these studies are known.

ACTION NEEDED TO PROTECT LANDLINES








